
 

W 
elcome to the first edition of  

Xolani High School’s Newslet-

ter. I hope that you will find this 

newsletter inspiring and intriguing. As this is 

the first newsletter to be published, I ask of  

all the readers to please give your input and 

rate what you thought of  the newsletter. In 

the computer lab, there will be a box, so 

when you are free, just come and slip any 

suggestions in that box. We would like to 

see what you have in mind for your school’s 

newsletter.  

 

Special points of 

interest: 

 Winter 

Blues…. 

 About Si-

funda Kunye 

 Readers Re-

view 

 Poetry Corner 

 GOSSIP!!!! 

 Games 

 Jokes 

 MORE! 

“From the Principals Desk” By Asanda Lokwe 

“Welcome” by Jason Bezuidenhout 

school, to launch a club of this nature. This initia-

tive reminds me of one writer who once wrote, 

“There is nothing in life that gives pleasure than 

to do what other people think you cannot do.” 

 

To Jason and his team, I pledge my full support 

behind you as you start this exciting journey of 

unleashing the potential of our learners. 

Today is the most important day in the history 

of our school since we launch our first news-

letter. To launch means to introduce some-

thing new, to start, to begin, to kick off or to 

set something off. Xolani Senior Secondary 

school newsletter club as embarked on that 

journey of sharing what takes place in the 

school with other people. 

 

 This is an enormous task which requires a 

highly motivated, devoted and disciplined team 

to succeed. I strongly believe that when people 

raise their voices as one, there is nothing that 

cannot be done. This initiative will definitely be 

a success. 

I am also delighted that our school is the first 

Xolani High School Newsletter            Edition: 01 

The Rising Stars 

24 June 2011 

Contributors: 

 Xolani Learners 

and staff 

  

Editor: 

Jason Bezuidenhout 



I am highly honoured to be the President of the RCL. This term has been diffi-

cult for most of us, particularly the grade 12 learners, as we are writing com-

mon mid-year exams. Walking in the exam venue with nerves and anxiety in a 

“bundle”, worried whether you’ll pass or not. As we all know that we need 

these reports to apply for tertiary education. 

 

Failing does not necessarily mean this is the end of the world! At this point 

take it as a wakeup call. There’s still a chance of improving your marks. In or-

der to pass a learner needs to make certain sacrifices. Hard work and dedica-

tion are the keys to impressive marks. Start prioritising, set goals, work hard, 

fall in love with your books! And believe that you’ll make it at the end of the 

year. 

Winter is the coldest season of all. It is the best season because we are always indoors spending time with our 

families. It keeps us away from all bad things that ought to happen outdoors. 

 

During winter there are lots of unplanned teenage pregnancies, because people tend to think that sleeping with 

someone is the best way to keep you warm and not bored. 

 

If you want to keep yourself warm there is nothing better than preparing yourself a warm cup of tea, coffee or 

a mug of soup. 

 

If you feel bored staying at home, invite your friends to come over so you can crack jokes and tell stories. If 

you have a brother or sister, stay in your rooms and play everyone’s favourite game, pillow fighting. 

Keep yourself warm this winter and enjoy every second of it with your friends and family. Do not forget to 

read your books! 

“Winter” By Gift Shelembe 

“A word from the Head Girl” By Asanda Lokwe 
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Teachers soaking up the sun 

while marking 



Technology is at the heart of Sifunda Kunye, our mission being to 

introduce and support new technology to assist children in their 

pursuit of a quality education. 

St Andrew's College in Grahamstown has been a strong supporter 

and partner for Sifunda Kunye, offering technology support from 

their Information Technology Department.  

 

Two of their staff members work on Sifunda projects and assist 

with networking installation, testing and maintenance. 

When beginning the project in a new school, the first step is to 

create the infrastructure that is able to support a computer lab 

and multiple users. The bandwidth is often insufficient in which 

case connection improvements are necessary. Once the infra-

structure is in place, the computer lab is ready to be installed with 

the hardware. The size of the lab is based on the needs of the school and the number of students but an av-

erage of 30 computers are installed. Sifunda Kunye hires a local IT specialist to work on-site at the school on 

a full time basis to maintain the hardware and software and manage the technology needs of the project. All 

systems are networked and students have user identification so they can store their work and teachers can 

keep track of their progress. 

The biggest challenge that students have entering high school is mastering of the English language. Students 

from this rural area are not proficient in the English language but need to be able to take examinations which 

are all in the English language. The software that is currently being used by Sifunda Kunye is CAMI English 

and is a tremendous learning tool to 

assist students in their English profi-

ciency. 

(Taken from the Sifunda Kunye website, 

www.sifundakunye.org) 

About Sifunda Kunye by Jason Bezuidenhout 
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30 New computers, donated by Sifunda Kunye 



“SCO Cares” By Ntseto Ntokozo 
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SCO 

CARES 

 

The Student Christian Organization is 

there to help learners with problems. It 

is there for you to share experiences and 

your testimonials. Whenever you need to 

strengthen your relationship with God, 

SCO is here to assist you! 

 

2011 was the official opening of the SCO 

Club and we as the SCO members 

would like to invite more students to 

join the club. We want to build our 

school with the foundation of God. 

Come and see the wonders that happen 

during each SCO session. Mondays, 

Wednesday s and Fridays at 12:10pm. 

“DID YOU KNOW?” By Gift Shelembe 

 

While we in the Southern Hemisphere are 

enjoying our cold winter days, the people in 

the Northern Hemisphere are enjoying their 

hot summer days! 



A flake of snow in flurry thro’ the air 

Had landed as a kiss upon my cheek:  

A secret message, just for me to share;  

To take to heart but never dare to speak 

About or presuppose to other eyes 

Your open feelings – distant though they are. 

And so, upon your lips, my OWN surprise:  

A flake of snow returned from me afar. 

 

Copyright © Mark R Slaughter 2010  

Poet’s Corner 
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A poet is, 

before anything 

else, a person 

who is 

passionately in 

love with 

language.  

W. H. Auden  

A Winter Message 

“Winter is cold, but not boring!” By Gift Shelembe 

 

Winter is cold, but not boring, 

Though it keeps us from outdoor activities, 

But we still have fun. 

 

Swimming and eating ice-cream is fun, 

But not as fun as ice skating, 

And not as fun as drinking coffee. 

 

We like wearing sandals, 

As much as we like wearing boots. 

We get pleasure from winter, 

Since we get to do something different. 

 

Summer has its own fun activities, 

As much as winter has its own activities. 

Each season is special for its reasons, 

Enjoy summer, as you enjoy winter. 



The Hiding Place  
 by Corrie Ten Boom, with John and Elizabeth Sherril  
This book is a family book that shares the life of an unbeat-

able strong woman known as, Corrie Ten Boom. This 

woman is one of the people who experienced the horror and 

endurance of concentration camps in Germany during the 

World Wars. She had a father who was a valerian, a man 

with wisdom, and he feared God. Her mother had a good 

heart; she also cared for people that were needy and vulner-

able. She also loved and cared for her sister, Betsie, until 

death. 

 

Corrie never went to school; she never wanted to, she grew up 

to be a spinster and a watch maker. Because of her experi-

ence and cheerfulness, she was Brother Andrew’s favourite 

companion, (Brother Andrew was a missionary). Corrie’s 

family was a God fearing family, they were not rich, but 

made a lot of sacrifices, only to see other people making 

them as well. 

 

The title of this book is taken from the bible, from Prophet 

Isaiah. It says,” a hiding place from the wind, a covert 

from the tempest......The shadow of a great rock in weary 

land. 

 

By, Mila Andile 
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Reader’s 

Review 

“To read is to fly: it is to soar to a point of 

vantage which gives a view over wide ter-

rains of history, human variety, ideas, 

shared experience and the fruits of many in-

quiries.”  

 
- A C Grayling, Financial Times (in a review of A History of Reading by 
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Brainy Game 

Blizzard 
Boots 
Candle 
Chill 
Coat 
Cold 
December 
Fireplace 

Freeze 
Frost 
Hat 
Ice 
Merry Christmas 
Mittens 
Scarf 
Season 

Shovel 
Skates 
Sled 
Sleigh bells 
Snowflake 
Snowman 
Snowstorm 
Winter 

  

Children have to be educated, but 

they have also to be left to educate 

themselves. 

 
Ernest Dimnet 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/e/ernest_dimnet.html
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Africa Day by Mila Andile 

Africa day is the day when all African States were liberated from their 

colonial countries. On 24 May 2011, the Department of Education, 

working together with the Steve Biko Foundation and The House of 

Traditional Leaders in the Eastern Cape, held a programme at a 

school in King Williams Town (Devos Malan). Different schools were 

invited to participate by debating the roles and responsibilities of the 

African countries, the responsibility of African Unions, namely, 

S.A.D.C, E.C.O.W.E.S, C.O.S.A, etc. 

 

These learners were debating the issue, “The European countries of-

fering Africa a helping hand, with intentions of developing it.” They 

debated and eventually came with a resolution that stated, Africa and 

its countries should not ask for help from European countries because 

they might help us and before we know it, they might colonize us 

again. 

 

The week after that, unfortunately the manager of Steve Biko Founda-

tion passed away, we were called to attend her memorial service, Mrs 

Ntlapo, RIP 

“GOSSIP” By Ntseto Ntokozo 

It has recently been reported by the media that our Miss Kelly Khu-

malo was physically abused by the father of her child, our own Jub Jub. 

Kelly said to RGB that she won’t put her son in the middle of her 

problems with the father, she also that her and Jub Jub are history! 

 

Justin Bieber seems to be getting too big for his shoes. This fame thing 

seems to confuse the young boy. Justin is dating a girl who is older 

than him, which is totally stupid! We know that the girl only wants his 

money. 

 

If you want your voice to be heard on the readers review, go to Jason, 

and if you have gossip that you would like to add, contact Ntokozo. 
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“Nutrition Programme” By Mila Andile 

This school was the first school to not accept school fees; it’s the first school 
to offer free education in Zwelitsha. Somehow this has helped learners to 
save the school fees money and spend it on other important things. Yet again 
this school is the first high school in Zwelitsha to feed the learners with nutri-
tion that is good and sustainable for the learners. Nutrition that is good to de-
velop healthy minds and bodies, food that has nutrients, vitamins, carbohy-
drates and protein. 
 
This Nutrition Programme helps both parents and learners. It helps parents to 
save lunch money, that they use spend/give their children for lunch at school. 
This helps parents to save and invest money in banks and by doing this; our 
countries economy might be positively affected and might eventually develop 
South Africa and make it a better country. 

Xolani’s very own Chef’s 
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JOKES    (hehehehe) 

(Start each sentence with, A teenager is….) 
 
A Teenager is... 
A person who can't remember to walk the dog but never forgets a phone number. 
 

A weight watcher who goes on a diet by giving up candy bars before breakfast. 
 

A youngster who receives his/her allowance on Monday, spends it on Tuesday, and borrows from 
his/her best friend on Wednesday. 
 

Someone who can hear a song by Madonna played three blocks away but not his mother calling 
from the next room. 
 

A whiz who can operate the latest computer without a lesson but can't make a bed. 
 

A student who will spend 12 minutes studying for her history exam and 12 hours for her driver's 
license. 
 

A youngster who is well informed about anything he doesn't have to study. 

I SURRENDER!  

FUNNY ONE LINE JOKES: 
 
What's the difference between chopped beef and pea soup? 
Everyone can chop beef, but not everyone can pea soup! 
 

Why don't aliens eat clowns? 
Because they taste funny. 
 

What do you call a fish with no eyes? 

A fsh 
 

Two snowmen are standing in a field. One says to the other : "Funny, I smell carrots too". 
 
What do you get when you cross an elephant and a rhino? 
el-if-i-no 

 
Two peanuts walk into a bar. 
One was a salted. 
 
Why did the fish get kicked out of school? 

Cause he was caught with seaweed. 
 

The fight we had last night was my fault, 
my wife asked me what was on the TV and i said dust. 
 
Boys are like parking spaces the good ones are taken!!!! 
 
What did one ghost say to another? 
Do you believe in people? 


