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SA-FEST AFRICA  

 

ON the 13 March we went to the Safest Africa in Grahamstown in for learners who are 

doing science.  We arrived there and was so fun.  We went to a free show where we 

were introduced to many scientist.  There was this  scientist named Kent Buchanan who 

deals with climate changes.  We asked him about his  work and he took us  to a session.  

He taught us a lot about climate and he answered our questions too.   

 

We learned a lot  about science and we even learnt that when you have a sour  throat,  

don’t even bother to go to the doctor just take an egg white and mix it  with a spoon of 

water and shake it.  We learnt that our eyes have anti -biotic a lso our skins have 

l isteriousis .   

 

After we ate lunch, we went to the next session.  On this  session, we learnt about a 

car that travels using water no fuel.  When we went to buy take away food, it  was  so 

lovely.  

 

We dint stay too long.  The scientists  asked us  whether we would s leep there or not,  

and we told them we do not stay so far.  It  was  so fun there.             
Written by;  

 

Amyoli Fani  

Mteto 

Mandiphiwe 

Nguta 

Chulumanco  
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On the 5th of March 2018, Sifunda Kunye hosted their annual sports tournament here in Zwelitsha, 
we had a lovely time. Our learners always enjoy to interact with learners from our other partner 
schools.,  

We received 3de place in both our sporting codes.  
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TPA ADVENTURE JOURNEY  

23-25 March2018 

We joined one of our partner school during the weekend of the 23-25th of March 2018 in completing our level of presidents 

awards. We started our hike on Friday 23de of March 2018 where we walked on a farm, we passed different rivers, on our 

second day the 24th of March we woke up very early and walked down to the farm dam where we learned how to make a 

fire without matches, after we had our breakfast walked down to the beach, some of the learners were very excited as some 

have never visited the beach before. The evening we had a braai, and concluded our hike on the Sunday morning, The dis-

tance was very tough and although we felt like giving up we worked together as a team, and at 

the end it was worth it… 

 

We will work hard to achieve our goal of GOLD….. 



Saturday 20 January 2018, pupils from Xolani SSS and St Matthews High 

School completed Sifunda Kunye facilitator training at our literacy centre in 

Keiskammahoek, based at St Matthews High School. 

At Sifunda Kunye reading clubs we give exciting opportunity for your child to 

develop a love of reading and to get support to her/ his literacy learning. It will 

also contribute success in his/her whole educational career. 

Sifunda Kunye Reading club goals: 

What are our reading club goals? 

• To expose children to many types of storytelling and story-reading in isiXhosa and 

English 

• Help children to grow to love reading and writing  

• Inspire children to want to read and write for themselves  

• Get children reading and writing  

What happens at the reading club? 

• Big group storytelling  

• Games and songs  

• Small groups reading and writing  

• Creative activities 

MARCH 2018  
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Good Luck Hlumelo Tola & 

SIBULELELE MALGAS 

 

HLUMELO TOLA HIS BORN 2001-10-04 AND SIBULELE MALGAS BORN ON 2000-23-10, 

THEY STARTED TRAINING IN PRIMARY SCHOOL, BOTH WAS EAGER TO LEARN THE ART OF 

HOW TO PLAY RUGBY, BOTH PLAYED FOR XOLANI SSS 1st TEAM. THEY STARTING SHOW-

ING PROMISING IMPROVEMENTS IN THEIR RUGBY GANES, AT THE START OF THE YEAR 

BOTH BOYS WE CHOSEN BY ITHEMBELIHLE COMPREHANSIVE SCHOOL IN PORT ELIZA-

BETH. THE BOYS ARE BEING COACHED BY ONE OF THE BEST COACHES AND HAVE AL-

READY PLAYED AGAINST INTERNATIONAL TEAMS FROM ARGENTINA AND NEW ZEALAND. 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THANDILE MAZUKWE THAT BELIEVED IN THESE 

YOUNG GENTLEMAN AND TRAINED BOTH PERSONALY. 

 



CAMI MATHS & READER in our Sifunda Kunye Lab at our School  
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June 2018  

WE ARE TRIUMPH   
  

On the 21 April we took part in a science comptetion hosted by Steve Biko foundation we entered the STEAM challenge S-

Science T-Technology and innovation E-Engineering A-Arts M-Maths. 

 We had teams for each category, confident of what we will be showcasing.  

It was a hard competition. All our learners did their best. 

We had a overall winner for the competition Khumo Kula grade 10, she showcased her innovation where she won 1st posi-

tion and became an overall winner taking home a computer.   

  

by Kula Khumo  
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Saturday 4th of March 2017, Sifunda Kunye hosted and launched a community reading club at     Xolani Senior Sec-

ondary School, Student facilitator from St Matthews High school in Keiskammahoek, together with student volun-

teers from Xolani Senior Secondary School spread the love of reading with the community of Zwelitsha, Ever since 

then we have been hosting monthly community reading clubs. Our Saturday reading clubs include storytelling, in 

both English and mother tongue, we had poetry, breakaway readings and we learn new words in both languages 

through song and dance. Overall, the reading clubs are very fun and educational. We also have our own-trained 

facilitators at Xolani SSS, the facilitators were formally trained at Sifunda Kunye literacy Centre at St Matthews 

High School in January this year. Thank you to Sifunda Kunye reading clubs and Xolani Senior Secondary School 

faculty members for making these events possible.   



June 2018  

No more sitting on the floor or sharing of desks . 

 

Thank you to the Education department for giving us more than 100 desks. We had a serious shortage of desks, our new 

desks will make a big difference in our learners life's. 
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You totally don’t want to think about it right now, but finals 

are just around the corner. That means you can add studying 

for them to your already vast to-do list. Here are some helpful 

hints on how to prepare for your exams and get everything 

else done. 

Tip 1: Start early 

Preparation for exams should begin earlier than the day before the test. You can’t cram an entire unit of infor-

mation into an all-nighter. Get started at least a week before the exam. 

Tip 2: Organize 

Begin by making yourself a calendar outlining a daily schedule of topics for review. Cover a small amount of 

material for each class each day. Every time you complete a topic, give yourself a mini review. 

Tip 3: Outline 

Once you have decided what you need to study and how much time you need to spend studying, it is time to 

actually study. One of the best ways is to make succinct outlines. As you read over your textbook and class 

notes, write a brief summary for each topic. Highlight the areas in your outline that were most troublesome. 

When you have finished with all the material, you will have an outline you can review. 

Tip 4: Make flashcards 

Similar to outlining, making flashcards is a really helpful technique for studying. By writing down the infor-

mation from your outline, you are already doing half the studying. Once the flashcards are complete, you will 

have a portable study packet to look over. 

Tip 5: Get help 

If you are having trouble memorizing something or a particular concept is just not sinking in, get help before 

it’s too late. Ask your teacher to go over a glitch you might be having. Or if memorizing 200 vocabulary words 

seems like too much to do, recruit your family members to quiz you with index cards. 

Tip 6: Sleep 

You need at least seven hours of sleep a night to function. Tests are designed to make you think. If you are 

sleep-deprived, you won’t be able to remember any of the information you worked so hard to cram into your 

brain. 

Tip 7:Stay calm 

Do not panic at the exam! Even if at first glance the test is overwhelming, remember to breathe. If a question 

seems too hard, answer all the questions you know, then return to the ones 

you left blank. Remind yourself that you are prepared. 

Tip 8: Don’t rush 

You have spent at least two weeks studying, so what’s another couple of 

minutes? Work through the exam slowly and read all the questions before an-

swering them. If you are done before the time is up, look over your answers 



CAMI MATHS & READER in our Sifunda Kunye Lab at our School  

Our learners love coming to Cami classes – 

Cami Maths has helped us with calcula-

tions in maths, this makes maths easier in 

examinations. Our serious Cami learners 

comes and visits the lab during breaks. 

Written by lab monitors 2018!! 
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Earlier this term we were graced by Fort Hare teachers. Mr Motsapi who is one of Fort Hare’s 

student teachers, teachers Agricultural sciences and Life Sciences in grade 10 and 11.  

 

He is an amazing teacher. Bound to be one of the best teacher ever.”Olano in grade said.  

 

We love him very much he knows how to break down the information and he knows how to 

explain and elaborate so we can understand the content.  

 

All the learners wishes him the very best and hoping that he might join us full time at  Xolani 

SSS some day… 

 

By Khuma Kula Grade 10—2018 

 

 



 September 2018 

Sifunda Kunye Writing Camp 

2018 

# writing camp 2018 - themes - my culture my pride and Imimoya Spirits (The calling) 
Writing Camp Empowers Learners 

 

 

Sifunda Kunye Educational Project hosted their annual writing camp this term. Sifunda Kunye would like to thank          
Xolani SSS learners, Xolani Facilitators and teachers for making this a successful camp. 

It is heartwarming to see such creative inspiring learners together, Sifunda Kunye Educational project hosts a writing 
opportunity for their partner school, where creative, inspiring future writers come together.  

Sifunda Kunye facilitators from our school had this to say—writing camp 2018: 

We felt part of a family during the camp, being part of rising poets and writers of tomorrow. May the spirit of writ-
ing live forever. 

Stories and poems will soon be the language of tomorrow, so we better get ready. 

Love live the spirit of writing. 

. 

 

Sifunda Kunye invites 10 to 15 learners from each of its partner schools in the King William’s Town District and Gra-
hamstown district participate in these camps. Learners from St. Matthew’s, Xolani, Richard Varha, Toise and Hendrik 
Kanise combined Schools spent an intense 3 days (Friday-Sunday) focusing on a specific theme, completing personal 
works, and submitting them for peer critique. This session’s theme was “Dreams are made of…” and learners were en-
couraged to express what dreams and ambitions means to them in essays, poems, and group discussions and drama. 
Participants received guidance from a talented group of volunteer facilitators, student leaders, and the Sifunda Kunye 
staff. .” Participants submit their work for inclusion into a published student journal at the end of the camp. The jour-
nal is a unique opportunity for many to see their work in print. 

Learners and teachers are continually impressed with the writing camps. Participants relish the opportunity to engage 
in an in-depth weekend of imaginative learning. They enjoy improving their language and writing skills in a fun and 
creative venue outside of the classroom. Teacher’s enjoy witnessing the progress these young writers make over the 
course of a weekend. 

The Sifunda Kunye Literacy Project’s writing camps have been successfully running since they first launched in August 
2014.. Sifunda Kunye is a non-profit that relies on donations and grants to support its literacy and technology pro-
grams in Eastern Cape schools. 
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TPA ADVENTURE JOURNEY  

July 2018 

We joined our Sifunda Kunye partner schools, Toise SSS, St Matthews High School, Hendrik Kanise Combined school during 

the weekend of the 28 July 2018 in completing our  bronze level of  the presidents awards. We started our hike on  the Fri-

day 23de, where we walked on a farm, we passed different rivers, on our second day we woke up very early and walked 

down to the farm dam where we learned how to make a fire without matches, after we had our breakfast we walked down 

to the beach, some of the learners were very excited as some have never visited the beach before. The evening we had a 

braai also known as a BBQ, and concluded our hike on the Sunday morning, The distance was very tough and although we 

felt like giving up we worked together as a team, and at the end it was worth it… 

 

We will work hard to achieve our goal of GOLD….. In 2019  

 

 

 



September 2018 

 

 

Sifunda Kunye released an anthology. Poems were written by learners from 

different schools supported and sponsored by Sifunda Kunye. 

 

We would like to thank Sifunda Kunye and Mr Andrew Summers for believing in 

us and publishing our poems and short stories.  

Wishing for many more anthologies from Sifunda Kunye family. It was amazing 

seeing these young poets receiving a copy of their work. 

 

We would like to wish Sifunda Kunye a happy 10th year anniversary and praying  

that they keep up the good work for many more years to come.  
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BIKO Foundation  

12 September 2018 

 

Xolani SSS represented their school at the Steve Biko foundation at Ginseberg on the 12th of Septem-

ber 2018. The theme this year was Biko today. 

 

The guest speakers were the MEC Bulelwa Tunyiswa, Dr Hlulani Mdingi and a music tribute by Claude 

Gawe. 

Each of the speakers had a lot to say about the importance of our youth, and to always remember the 

legacy of the late legend Steve Bantu Biko.  

 

One of our favourite quotes was: “If you are scared of ideas you better stop now” - Steve B Biko 

Long live the memory and teaching of Steve Biko 

‘’Steve Biko akafanga uguqe ngamadolo” 

 

 



 

 

Well  done to our science learners, they took part in a science competition hosted by Eskom, we received Bronze medals for 

their Science project at the Young Scientist Expo organised by Eskom. 

.Learners who received Bronze medals for their Science project at the recent Young Scientist Expo organized by Eskom 
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Xolani SSS Versus Toise SSS 

 

 

 

 

 

23 August 2018 

Xolani played a chess tournament against Toise SSS on the 23de of August 2018, it was a tough tournament but final results  

were 15\0 in favour of Toise SSS. 

It was exciting  for all learners to gain experience, we would like to thank Mr Kimbuwe our club coach and also Sifunda 

Kunye Chess representative for organising this friendly match. We gained a lot of knowledge from our partner school.  
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